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Introduction 
Artificial Intelligence is no longer a technology of the future—it’s a technology of the present. 

From search engines and recommendation systems to cybersecurity, healthcare, software 
development, and business analytics, AI is transforming how organizations operate and how 
professionals perform their jobs. It is changing the way we write software, analyze data, detect 
cyber threats, make decisions, create content, and solve complex problems. Whether you 
realize it or not, you’re already interacting with artificial intelligence every day. 

The challenge is that AI is evolving at an extraordinary pace. New models, tools, platforms, and 
capabilities appear almost daily, making it difficult to separate meaningful advances from 
marketing hype. Many resources either oversimplify AI or dive so deeply into mathematics and 
programming that they become inaccessible to the average professional. 

That’s where this book comes in. 

The Just Tell Me What I Need to Know… series is designed to cut through the noise and focus on 
the knowledge professionals actually need. Rather than overwhelming you with algorithms, 
complex mathematics, or vendor-specific implementations, each book delivers practical, real-
world concepts in a clear, concise, and easy-to-understand format. 

This book focuses on Artificial Intelligence—what it is, how it works at a conceptual level, and 
how it is being applied across business, engineering, cybersecurity, healthcare, education, 
government, and countless other industries. You’ll learn about generative AI, large language 
models, prompt engineering, retrieval-augmented generation (RAG), AI agents, enterprise AI, 
governance, ethics, security, and the practical skills needed to use AI effectively and 
responsibly. 

Unlike the companion book Machine Learning, which explores how AI systems are trained and 
built, this book focuses on how professionals can understand, evaluate, and apply AI to solve 
real-world problems. The goal is not to make you an AI researcher—it is to help you become an 
AI-enabled professional who knows when and how to use these technologies effectively. 

Whether you’re an engineer, architect, cybersecurity professional, project manager, executive, 
educator, student, or simply someone who wants to understand the technology reshaping our 
world, this book provides the practical foundation you need to work confidently with artificial 
intelligence. 

This book should answer the questions: 

"How do I understand, govern, and effectively use Artificial Intelligence in the enterprise?" 

And 

"What does every technology and cybersecurity professional need to know about Artificial 
Intelligence?" 
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Our goal is simple: 

Give you the knowledge you need, without making you read three books to get it. 

So, let’s get started. 

 

  




