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Introduction 
The days of trusting everything inside the corporate network are over. 

Today’s organizations operate in a world of cloud computing, remote work, mobile devices, 
Software as a Service (SaaS), APIs, containers, and increasingly sophisticated cyber threats. 
Users connect from anywhere, applications run across multiple environments, and critical data 
is no longer confined to a single data center. In this new reality, traditional perimeter-based 
security is no longer enough. 

The answer isn’t simply adding more firewalls or deploying another security product. It requires 
a different way of thinking. 

That way of thinking is Zero Trust. 

Despite its growing popularity, Zero Trust is one of the most misunderstood concepts in 
cybersecurity. Some believe it’s a product they can purchase. Others assume it’s nothing more 
than multi-factor authentication or a remote access solution. In reality, Zero Trust is a security 
architecture and operating philosophy that assumes no user, device, application, workload, or 
network should be trusted by default. Every access request must be continuously verified based 
on identity, device health, context, risk, and policy. 

That’s where this book comes in. 

The Just Tell Me What I Need to Know… series is designed to cut through the complexity and 
focus on the knowledge professionals actually need. Rather than overwhelming you with 
vendor-specific implementations or theoretical models, each book delivers practical, real-world 
concepts in a clear, concise, and easy-to-understand format. 

This book focuses on Zero Trust—the principles, architectures, and technologies used to build 
secure, modern enterprises. You’ll learn how identity becomes the new security perimeter, how 
continuous verification replaces implicit trust, and how organizations use least privilege, 
microsegmentation, strong authentication, workload identities, device trust, and data-centric 
security to reduce risk across cloud, hybrid, and on-premises environments. 

Unlike books that focus exclusively on a single vendor or identity platform, this book takes a 
vendor-neutral approach. Whether your organization uses Microsoft Entra ID, Active Directory, 
Okta, Ping Identity, AWS, Google Cloud, Azure, or another platform, the architectural principles 
remain the same. The emphasis is on understanding how the components work together to 
create a resilient Zero Trust architecture. 

The purpose of the book is to learn how to design, implement, and mature enterprise Zero 
Trust architectures using identity-centric security, continuous verification, least privilege, 
microsegmentation, workload identity, and policy-based access control to secure modern on-
premises, cloud, hybrid, and multi-cloud environments. This book is the enterprise Zero Trust 
architecture reference for the series, focusing on practical implementation rather than vendor-
specific products. 
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Whether you’re an engineer, architect, cybersecurity professional, ISSO, manager, executive, 
student, or technology leader, understanding Zero Trust has become essential for designing and 
protecting modern enterprise systems. 

Our goal is simple: 

Give you the knowledge you need, without making you read three books to get it. 

So, let’s get started. 

 

  




