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Introduction 
Modern cybersecurity is no longer just about building strong defenses—it’s about 
understanding how attackers think, anticipating how they will target your systems, and 
detecting malicious activity before it becomes a major incident. 

Organizations today face increasingly sophisticated attacks that exploit weaknesses in 
applications, cloud environments, identities, networks, and business processes. At the same 
time, security teams are expected to monitor massive amounts of data, identify suspicious 
behavior, investigate incidents, and respond quickly to minimize damage. Success requires 
more than good technology; it requires understanding both the attacker’s perspective and the 
defender’s role. 

The challenge is that information about threat modeling and security operations is often 
scattered across countless frameworks, standards, vendor documentation, and technical 
resources. Threat modeling methodologies, MITRE ATT&CK, SIEM platforms, threat hunting, 
digital forensics, and incident response are frequently treated as separate disciplines, making it 
difficult to understand how they work together. 

That’s where this book comes in. 

The Just Tell Me What I Need to Know… series is designed to cut through the complexity and 
focus on the knowledge that cybersecurity professionals actually use. Rather than 
overwhelming you with unnecessary theory or product-specific details, each book delivers 
practical, real-world concepts in a clear, concise, and easy-to-understand format. 

This book focuses on Threat Modeling & Security Operations—understanding how attackers 
plan and execute attacks, how defenders identify and prioritize risk, and how Security 
Operations Centers (SOCs) detect, investigate, and respond to security events. You’ll learn how 
to perform threat modeling, use the MITRE ATT&CK framework to understand adversary 
behavior, engineer effective detections, hunt for threats, investigate incidents, automate 
security operations, and protect critical data throughout the attack lifecycle. 

While the companion book Threat Management focuses on vulnerabilities, attack surfaces, 
patch management, and reducing organizational exposure, this book begins where prevention 
ends. It focuses on detecting attacks in progress, understanding attacker techniques, and 
building security operations that can rapidly identify, contain, and respond to threats. 

Whether you’re preparing for a cybersecurity certification, interviewing for a SOC, security 
engineering, or security architecture role, or simply looking to better understand how modern 
defensive operations work, this book provides the practical knowledge you need to think like an 
attacker—and defend like a professional. 

Our goal is simple: 

Give you the knowledge you need, without making you read three books to get it. 
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The key distinction from Threat Management is: 

Threat Management asks: "What threats exist and how do we reduce exposure?"  

Threat Modeling & Security Operations asks: "How do we anticipate attacks, detect them, 
investigate them, and respond?"  

This book should teach readers to think like both an attacker and a defender. 

So, let’s get started. 

 

  




